
Booster Covid vaccination for Immunosuppressed individuals 

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), an independent body of experts, have 

recommended that a third (booster) dose of vaccine for patients with severe immunosuppression 

during the time that they received their previous vaccinations.  

Immunosuppression is a reduced capacity of the body’s immune system to recognise and fight 

infections.  It also causes a reduced response to vaccinations because the body doesn’t produce 

sufficient antibodies. Immunosuppression may be temporary or permanent, depending on the 

situation of the individual. 

There is evidence that some severely immunosuppressed individuals showed a weakened immune 

response to the vaccine.  This means that they may be less well protected than would be expected. 

The conclusion of the JCVI is that a 3rd booster dose would help this group of patients by producing 

an enhanced response to the vaccine. 

The criteria for severely immunosuppressed individuals are as follows: 

1. Individuals with a lower immune system at the time of vaccination due to following 

conditions: 

• Acute and chronic leukaemias, and clinically aggressive lymphomas (including 

Hodgkin’s) 

• Undergoing follow-up for chronic lymphoproliferative disorders 

• Immunosuppression due to HIV/AIDs with a CD4 count of less than 200 

• A stem cell transplant in the last 2 years, or have ongoing immunosuppression 

because of it 

• Conditions with persistent low levels of IgE 

2. Individuals on immunosuppressive treatment 

• Having immunosuppressive drugs for a solid organ transplant in the previous 6 

months 

• Taking immunosuppressive drugs for autoimmune disease 

• Chemotherapy or radiotherapy in the previous 6 months 

3. Individuals with chronic inflammatory disease receiving immunosuppressive therapy 

• High dose steroids (equivalent to 20mg or more prednisolone per day) for more than 

10 days in the previous month 

• Moderate dose steroids (equivalent to 10mg prednisolone or more per day for more 

than 4 weeks in the previous 3 months) 

• Methotrexate (>20mg per week), azathioprine (> 3mg/kg/day), mercaptopurine 

(>1.5mg/kg/day) or mycophenolate (>1g/day) in the previous 3 months 

• A combination of the above drugs at lower doses 

4. Individuals who have taken high dose steroids (equivalent to 40mg or more prednisolone 

per day for more than a week for any reason in the month before vaccination 

This list is a guide and not exhaustive. Your GP Practice is currently identifying those patients 

which are included. 


